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It surely required a certain, amount of blindness,
or rather of deafness, not to perceive such similarity,
and that "blindness or deafness arose, I believe, entirely
from the single word barbarian. Not till that word
barbarian was struck out of the dictionary of man-
kind, and replaced by brother, not till the right of
all nations of the world to be classed as members of
one genus or kind was recognised, can we look even
for the first beginnings of our science.

Influence of Christianity.

This change was chiefly effected by Christianity.
To the Hindu, every man not twice-born was a
Mle/c/c/ia; to the Greek, every man not speaking
Greek was a barbarian; to the Jew, every person not
circumcised was a Gentile; to the M.ohammedaii,
every man not believing in the Prophet is a Kafir, an
unbeliever, or a Gaur, a fire-worshipping infidel. It
was Christianity which first broke down the barriers
between Jew and Gentile, between Greek and 15ar~
barian, between the white and the black. Humanit*/
is a word which you look for in vain in Plato or
Aristotlel; the idea of mankind as ono family, as
the children, of one God, is an idea of Christian
growth; arid the science of mankind, and of the
languages of mankind, is a science which, without.
Christianity, would never have sprung into life.
When people had been taught to look upon all men
aa brethren, then, and then only, did the variety of
human speech present itself as a problem that caller!

1 See some qualifying remarks by Mr. Higgmson, in the 2?roceedinf/n
of American Philological Associations, 1874* p. 21.